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'RBEMEN OF THE CITY OF 
COVENTRY. 
On the profound IGNORANCE of 


ihuse who have hud the manage- 

ment of the nation’s affuirs for many 

years past. | 

‘North Humpstead, Long Island, 
March v7, 1818. 

Tricxos AND retcow Countryrmen, 

[t is but too mock the custom of the 
vorid'to make cleverness an apology, 
n some sort, or, at 
2st, {0 regard the former, in some 
uses, as a Sel-off against the latter. 
Barninertan, thé famous pick-pocket, 
vas spoken of with a less hostile feel- 
ag than that with whici we speak of 
the feats of a conmitnon thief; and, it 
ot unfrequently happens, that’a peo- 
le feel much jess ragé against.a ty- 
hint of great talents thah against a 
tupid tyratit: “The reason appears to 
be this: {hat men think “it less dis- 
raceful to’ them {9 have ‘been en- 
laved by genius and skill-than by stu- 
pidity and ignorance : im the former 
(ase they find some’ dpology for their 
dogradation ; in tUe litter they find 


hove, 


for knavery ; 


If we, in thé ‘present case, - sink 
down ‘iito’ a state of settled slavery, 
we shall, whfertanately: for us; be’ de- 
rived even of this gdor apology 5 for, 
2° | ftast P¢hall Be ‘able “learly to 


ne 
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| prove to you, it is utterly impossible to 
| produce from the annals of the world, 

la set of nen, calling themscives Mi- 
nisters and Legislators, who have diss 
covered ignorance more profuund and 
complete of the science of govern« 
ing and legislating than that which 
has been discovered by the men, who 
have, for many years past, had the 
management of the affairs of yur 
country. 


In my address to you upon this sub- 
ject I shall leave His Majesty and the 
Regent wholly out of the question ; 
and this, not only for the sake of de- 
corum and from feelings of respect, 
but, upon the ground of bare justice ; 
seeing, that, in teality, they have had 
no power to do us either good, -or 
harm. With regard to others, those 
who have had all the powers of the 
country in their hands, I shall speak 
of them in a muss, generally, ‘thovg), 
doubtless, I shall have to notice pryti- 
cular persons as the immediate orgatis 
of particular acts of folly and stupi- 
dity. It is well known, that those 
persons, who have usurped the power 
of filling the seats in our own’ House 
of Parliament, do, to all intents and 
purposes, govern the country and ma- 
fage all its affairs; and these persens 
we, with great propriety, call: Bo- 
roughitongers, because, as you'well . 
know, monger rocans’ a dealer, of 
seller; and that it is for this rensou 
{hat wé call one man .an éronmonger, 
another‘a cheesemonger, aud 86 on. 





‘ Seeing, then, that the Borough. 
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mongers have long had, and still have, 
al] the powers of government in their | 
hands, and that the ministers are, in 
fact, nothing more than their crea- 
tures and agents, it is, of course, of 
these ‘Boronghmongers that I shall 
have to speak, and that it is their pro- 
found ignorance, as developed by their 
words and acts, and by those of their 
ministers or agents, that I shall have 
to expose. Another time it may be 
proper to point out, by name, who 


they have become possessed of the 
means of following their trade of deal- 
ing in boroughs and seats ; but, taking 
the fact of their so doing.to be suffi- 
ciently notorious (for what can be 
more notorious than the sun at noon 
day ?), I shall, in the present letter, 
confine myself to the producing of 
proof of their sublime stupidity ; their 
absolute unfitness to have the manage- 
ment of a nation’s concerns. 

I might, indeed, save myself all 
trouble of mentioning particulars ; for, 
what do we want more than the bare 
contemplation of the present state of 
the country, compared with its state at 
any fermer period, even the most 
wretched that can be referred to? We 
were a nation famed throughout the 
world not less for the goodness of our 
dress, the plenty and solid quality of 
eur food, the decency, neatness and | 
comfort of our household stuff and our 
dwellings, than for our freedom and 
eur valour. English hospitality; the 
reast-beef of Old England; the Eng- 
lishraan’s beer and beef and the French- 
man’s soup-meagre and frogs; the 
Englishman’s shirt without a ruffle and 
the Frenechman’s ruffle without a shirt : 


our fathers from distant ages. How 
alas! do these sayings become us, their 
unfortunate sons! We, who, with the 
exception of the Boroughmongers and 
‘those who live on the taxes, are the 
worst-fed, worst-clothed, worst-fur- 
nished, and worst-lodged and hardest. 
worked people upon the face of the 
whole earth ; and who have now really 
and truly nothing left, not even the 
very rags that the wind makes dance 
upon our half-starved carcasses, that 
we can call our own! How did our 
fathers, in the just pride of their hearts, 
espe the French nation for sub. 
mitting quietly to be shut up in the 
Bastile, or State Prison, by warrants 
of the Secretaries of State! Alas! 
where is the county of our country, 
which has not now its Bastile! 

But, it may be said, that this horrid, 
this heart-breaking change, though it 
be a proof of the wickedness, is uo 
proof of the ignorance and éncapacily, 
of the Boroughmongers, who, amidst 
all this misery of the people and all 
this oppression of them, have takea 
special care of themselves, and have 


live in greater and more profligate 
luxury than at any former period. 
Very true; and, ifit were at alllikely, 
that this state of things could become 
settled and permanent, I should allov, 
that the Boroughmongers were not ig- 
norant in the worldly sense of the 
word. But, in all calculations of be- 
nefit to se/f, man includes duration of 
possession. Who would think it #i*, 
who would think it not foolish, 
spend one’s aii upon a year of pleasure 
at the risk of almost certain beggaty {" 
the rest of one’s life? According to this 





these were common, proverbial say- 
ings, which had been handed down to 


mode of computing, the highway mat 
4 wise man; for he is pretty sure ' 


more power and greater wealth sod] 
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get a parcel of money with a thou- 
sandth part of the trouble that a la- 
bourer can get a like parcel of money. 
Besides, persons inthe situation of the 
Boroughmongers, must look to the 
quiet possession of their titles and 
estates by heirs. Their calculations 
ought to be built upon considerations 
of permanency ; and, this being the 
case, tet me ask you what could have 
been more stupid, than to have put 
their all, their whole stake, upon the 
employment of the bayonet and the 
dungeon? 

In proposing the dungeon bill, the 
minister expressly said, that he did it 
’ ‘with sorrow aud with shame ;”’ and, 
' who bat the Boroughmongers them- 
| selves had produced the cawse of this 

sorrowful and shameful measure ? 
Was the country at war? Was inva- 
sion apprehended? Was rebellion ex- 
isting ? Neither, as we all well know. 
Why, then, adopt a measure s0 sor- 
rowful and shameful? Was it because 
a very large, or, at least, a very consi- 
derable part of the people, were dis- 
contented? If not, the measure was 
wholly uncalled for, and, therefore, 
foolish as wellas cruel and insulting; 
fg bat, ifa very large part of the people 
were discontented, zho and what had 
made them discontented? Could they 
have become discontented without any 
cause? If the cause was other than 
that of real oppression, how ignorant, 
how stupid, must the Boroughmongers 
have been, not to be able, with all 
their power and all the nation’s trea- 
sure, fo remove that cause? ‘The dis- 
content was, by them, ascribed to the 
circulation of falshoods in print; and, 
could they not, then, have caused to 
iste %€ circulated an exposure of these 
falshoods; they, who had so many 
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hundreds of writers in their pay, and 
who had all the Post-offices and all the 
Pulpits on their side, arid devoted to 
their cause? What stupid men they 
must have been, then, not to be able 
to discover the means of exposing the 
falshoods and of putting an end to the 
discontent without resorting to means 
which must, from their very nature, 
add to the discontent, and render the 
hatred of them and their sway per- 
petual? : 

To come to something more in the 
way of specific measures, let us first 
take the war, the twenty five years war 
against France, under all her different 
This war was 
enteved into by the Boroughmongers 
for the avowed purpose of keeping 
down what they called Jacobinical 
Principles, that is to say, principles of 
Reform and Freedom. They boast of 
success inthis war. They have cele- 
brated this their success, But, have 
they succeeded? It is notorious, that 
the war was chiefly intended to stifle 
the cause of Reform, which was gaining 
great ground in 1792 and 1793. The 
Boroughmongers openly avowed, that 
the Reformers were greater ‘enemies 
even than the French; and that, if 
anarchy (as they always call the ex- 
ercise of popular rights) were not 
crushed in France, it would be impos- 
sible to prevent #£ from raising its head 
in England. Well! They have car- 
ried on war for twenty five years ; and 
have they prevented this result? 
They have restored the Bourbons; 
but have they silenced for ever the Re- 
formers in England? ‘They have, in 
despite of decency as well as of all 
law, public as well as municipal, trans- 
ported Napoleon and fixed him, for 


life,as they hope, upon a rock in the 
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sea; but, are they more safe in their 
beds ; are they more tranquil ; are 
they in fess danger than they were in 
in. 1792? If they be, how foolish is it 
in. them to expend a great part of the 
taxes they collectin surrounding them- 
solves with bayonets and in the em- 
ploying of spices to go about and fish 
out the designs of the people! How 
foolish is it, to line the lobbies of the 
two Houses with Police - Officers! 
How foolish to’ call in soldiers to 
guard them whilé sitting in those 
Houses! . How foolish to pass a Jaw 
to forbid, under pain of death, in case 
of resistance, the Citizens of West- 
minster to meet in public assembly, 
even to petition, within a mile of the 
two Houses! .Ifthey be more secure 
than they were in 1792, how footish is 
it in them to resort to these measures, 
as well as to many others, wholly un- 
known in England in 1792; and, if 
they be not now more secure than they 
were in 1792, what have they gained, 
even for themselzes, by the war? In 
what does their success consist? And, 


even as to their ownends, how misera- 
biy useless and stupid, as well as: 


bloody, must their warlike measures 
now appear to any soul alive, their 
own senseless selves excepted ? 

But, aftcr all, ts the war over? 
Have they ended this long and 
bloody and cruel conflict? Why, 
then, have they a great army in 
Fravce? Why have. they troops to 
sead thither every month? The trath 
is, that they have. merely compelled 
the French people to. be quiet for the 
present, under the name of a Bourbon 
govefament. It is clear, that, to keep 
_them quiet, to make them cease to be 
what the. Borovghmongers call Jaco. 
bins and Agvelters, ou army is stilt 
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| necessary; an army paid amd clothed 
by us; and, it is equally clear, that edd 
the moment this army shall be with. cdtted 
drawn, and, perhaps, before, the cise ji 
French nation will again become a gers: 
nation of Jacohins. So that our call th 
Boroughmongers have celebrated their sid ‘ 
success before they have succeeded. ties 
They have voted monuments of victory from ge 
before they have obtained it. A quar- that ar 


sel amongst any of the powers of the To 


Continent, or, at most, a war between ri 
them, may connect this half war with lowe 
another whole war; so that. the: war their m 
against Jacobins is just as far as ever af the 
would © 


from being ended: it is still going on, 
both abroad and at home, while its Bat fe 
stupid authors are daily and hourly 













might my 
giving proofs of the increase of their always 
danger and their fears. "08 at 
And, at what a price has even this tee i 
pretended ‘success been obtained? ‘ 5 ‘pa 
For this forms a most material point, men, om 
when we are talking of the success of BR /rmers ? 
any undertaking, and of the reputation (Fithe ne 
belonging t h s, If we mean?” & 
ging to such success ; fairy my 
were to hear of a man, who, hating BR. ang 
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ther than another, were to jump into they have 
the deepest well that he could find; or, BB''® preset 
| of another, who, in a riyalship for deli- aed 
cately white hands, were to get one rather: th 
of the pupils of the late Dr. Rush to BBihey have 
draw all the blood out of his body; what they 
should we think either of these genins¢s ae ad 
avery wise man? Yet the conduct of Btn 
either would be not much more stupid ial, woe 
than the war of our wiseacres has mont of 
been. I have, and with great horror, @#P¢y the ini 
read of a cunning and barbarow' vee bal 
horse-racer, who, .in order to wins lONEY 
great bet wale upon the speed oR VER I 
7 gelding to. be by him produce’ HOLE 
caused a famous horsé te be made 4 pe! of 
gelding upon the spot, ran him 2! — ple 
' Ba OFn. yO .2p@eQhe ere 
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streaming with blood, won a mon- 
sirous sum of moncy, but killed the| 
ceneroas animal. ~ This'would be.a 
cise iv Point with our Boroughmon. 
cers; hat, we dive, and, I trast, to 
call them to‘account for having wasted 
our substance, brought us to beggary, 
and sold, as far as they are able, the 
trxes to be raised upon our children 
from generation to generation of those 
that are yet unborn. 

To hear Castlereagh and Lord 
Liverpool, and the rest of the agents of 
the Boroughmongers, twatling, as Mr. 
fone calls it, ahout the success of 
their measures and about the resources 
of the nation, a stranger to the thing, 
would imagine, that they must have 
been mightily great and clever men. 


might not any man have, who should 
always have a room full of gui- 
va. at his command, and have -the 
powcr, too, of keeping it full ? With 
sich a resource, what fool would 
vot pass for the cleverest of trades- 
men, merchants, manufactarers, or 
farmers? Besides, as to the resources 
f the nation, what do these twatlers 
mean? By a nation’s resources, we 
fairty mean, the resources of the 
But, the 
horoughmonygers, in addition to what 
they have been able to squeeze out of 
the present generation, have borrowed 
more money than five hundred 
generations will be able to pay; or, 
rather, they have éxpendéd more; for 
they have tiever received but a part of 
what they have promised to pay. They 
made a bubble of paper-money and 
of paper credit, by which, by holding 
rth large promises, they get a great 
cal, but Stil oly a part of the 
monnt of which they contracted to 
bay the intérest. Now, however, the 
“uu-makers hold them to their pro- 
bes; and thus THEY OWE MORE 
‘MONEY THAN THERE IS, OR 
VER HAS BEEN, IN THE 
"HOLE WORLDS a fact, my 


dom, more than about thirty millions 
in gold and silver at any one time; 
and these men have borrowed, or, at 
least, contracted to pay, more than 
etght hundred millions, since the be- 
ginning of their wars against the 
people of France, besides what they 
had contracted during the first Ame- 
rican war-and before that time. 

My friends of Coventry, IU -state 
these facts seriously, and you will find, 
that no man will dare to contradict 
me. But, the Boroughmongers will 
say, that, people may have houses and 
lands, though they have not money. 
Very true; but, to what a pretty pase 
must things have come, when the Bo. 
roughmongers could borrow money up- 
on the houses and lands of the people! 
However, [ assert distinctly, that, if it 
were possible to find foreigners with 
money sufficient to purchase ALTE 
THE LANDS AND ALL Tilt 
ITOUSES AND ALL THECANALS 
AND ALL ‘THE MINES IN 
GREAT BRITAIN, . THK? POR- 
CHASE-MONEY WOULD NOT 
PAY OFF WHAT THE BO- 
ROUGHMONGERS HAVE BOR- 
ROWED, AND WHAT 
STILL OWE! 

An assertion like this; the state-~ 
ment of a fact so monstrous, and espe- 
cially when made by a man whois en- 
deavouring to prevail on those, to 
whom he is addressing himself, te 
choose him as a Member of Parliament, 
oaght, out of respect to the party ad» 
dressed, to be supported by proof ; 
and proof it shall have ftom the doca- 
metits of*the Boroughmongers them. 
selves. - 

in the year 1804 (pray remember . 
dates) an account of the Renlal, or 
amount of the annual rents, of all the 
real property iu England and Wales 
was laid before the House of Com. 
mons. It had been made ont frum the 
returns tu the ‘Tax-Otlice of that year; 
and, the amount, mines canals and all, 
was 38 millions. Scutlaid was not 
included; but, if we take the propor - 





reads of Coventry, for the truth of 
hich E pledge iny Word’ and’ chardc- 
‘t. There acver was, in the king- 
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tion of Scotland according to its pro- 
portion of taxes, the Reatal of Seyi- 
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land would be about four millions 
more. Thus the whole of the annual 
rack rent of all the real property in 
Great Britain would be 42 millions a. 
year. Now, itis well known to you, 
that: rents lave, since 1804, fallen 
more than one fourth. Suppose it to 
be, however, only ope sixth, and then 
the present rental will be 35 millions 
a year. Lands may be worth 30 years 
purchase ; because, though /reehold 
lands only will sell for so much, yet, 
in this general view, all must be con- 
sidered to be freehold, because, i! 
leasehold or copy-hold, the Lord of the 


{the proportion of others: 
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this is very true, and now I pray you 
mark, that evety man, be he what he 
may, pays about 10 shillings out of 
every 18 shillings that lie receives 
and expends in consumption. The 


owners of all the lands gnd all the 


houses and mines and canals cannot 
pay more than about 12 medlions a 
year, because they do not consume in 
the re- 





mainder of what is now collected falls 
,upon those who live by their labour ; 
jand this remainder was abou 30. mil- 
| dions last year. So that, you see 10 
shillings out of every 18 shillings of the 


soil has his share to be added. //ouses, | earnings of every man in the kingdom 


upon an average, are not worth more 
thao about 12 years purchase, on ac- 
count of repairs, decay, fire, &c. 
Mines are exhaustible, and Canals de- 
pend on various contingencies. These 
may be worth 15 years purchase. So 
that, if we estimate the whole at about 
25 years purchase, we shal! not be far 
out. Now, then, if we multiply the 


| 1s forfeited for ever: there is that muh 

of every man’s labour spent before-hand 
by the Boroughmongers: they have 
mortgaged the dabour, the seat, of us 
all, in this dreadful proportion! This 
is the reason why a pot of beer costs 
6d. instead of 2d. This is the reason 
why Knglish salt is 20s. a bushel in 


| 
} 
| England and 2s. 6d. a bushel in Long 


35 millions a year rental by the 25: Island, after freight and all expences 
years of purchase, we shall find, that ; are paid on it, because when it is sent 
the whole of the real property of Great | out of England, the Boroughmongers’ 
Britain; that is to say, the whole | mortgage charge is taken off. This is 
Island, /anids, waters, woods, mines, | the reason why the people of England, 


and houses, would now seji for 875 
millions of pounds sterling. 
This, then, is the value of the island, 


and very great the value is, greater | 
far than that of any other country in | 


the world. But, what have our Bo- 
roughmongers borrowed, and what do 
they owe, according to their own pro- 
fligate account ? 
lions { And, of this they have bor. 
rowed 886 maddions since the beginning 
of their wars against the people of 
France ! 

Here, then, is the whole Island 
mortgaged for a great deal more than 
itis worth ; for, you will observe, that 
Ido not inelude Ireland, who has a 
debt, that would swallow. up lands, 
houses, and even the clothes upon the 
Peop'e’s backs, But, say the Borough- 
mongers, we do not depend upon 
a and houses: we depend upon 
the faxes - wo have, indeed, ‘pawned 
the taxes ; but, nothing more. And, 


Why, 1242 mele} 


| formerly so well-fed, so well-clothed, 
, so well lodged, and so happy ; are now 
, ina state of such complete beggary 
aod starvation. 

These, my friends of Coventry, are 
| the facts which ought to be brought 
| forward in parliament; to be there 
| put upon record, and thence sent all 
over the kingdom. How many times 
| has Sir Francis Burdett been urged. 
| to do this? But, alas! always 
in vain! Big talk, loose assertions, 
declamatory harangues; these pro- 
duce no impression of a durable 
sort. What has been wanted is, plain, 
authentic, important facts, clearly at 
ranged aud forcibly expressed. But, 
to supply this want demands industry 
and knowledge and great perseverance, 
as well as sound principles and ardent 
zeal. All the geal and all the st- 
cerity and all the honesty in the world 
are not worth a straw, without know- 








ledge, industry. and perseverance. 
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Place me, my friends, within the walls 
of the House of Commons, and, if I 
neglect my duty, take me,*‘ without 
* the camp and stone me to death.” 
Now, then, to return to our Bo- 
roughmongers ; greatas their wicked- 
ness has been, do you not think, that 
stupidity prevails even over knavery 
in their minds? The turpitude of 
their designs was, doubtless, very 
great; but, can any thing come quite 
up to the folly of supposing, that they 
would be able to enforce and to carry 
ou a collection of the interest of a 
mortgage upon men’s labour; and, 
that, too, in such an enormous pro- 
portion to the whole amount of the 
labour? What would be thought of 
eoy tradesman, any labourer, any 
journeyman, who should sell, before 
hand, more than half the produce of 
his labour for his life time? Yet, 
thatwould not be half so stupid as 
tiis measure of the Boroughmongers ; 
for, such a man might have value for 
the thing sold, and would have it in 
his power, perhaps, to fulfil the bar- 
jain. But, the . Boroughmongers 
hawe gained nothing, in the way of 
security, in exchange for the mort. 
gage; and, if they should fail in 
causing the conditions of the bond 
to be enforced, they will not have the 
smallest chance of escaping just 
punishment. As long as they enforce 
the bond, they will be justly accused 


force it, they will be justly accused 
of breach of faith; and will, into the 
bargain, lose their best friends ; and, 
indeed, it is impossible but they should 
lose something more tangible than 
friendship. 

But, besides this tremendous article 
of expence, their success, as they 
call it, is saddted with the further cost 
of an army in time of peace. The 
Debt, produced by their wicked and 
foolish war, produces misery; the 


danger ; the danger a standing army 
i time of ; the standing army | 
more debt. ' And thus, instead of 
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lessening the evil, they augment it. 
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This is their wise way of goizs to 
work. The expence of the army, 
added to the pressure occasioned by 
the Debt, makes the discontent greater 
and more active. Laws to shut peo- 
ple up in dungeons and to silence the 
press, are the remedy. But, as men 
may talk, more laws are passed to put 
them to death, if they talk with soi- 
diers against the Boroughmongers. 
Still, they may talk with each other ; 
and Soldiers, too, may talk with each 
other. Spies are hired and sent 
amongst them to worm out their se- 
crets and to betray them. Thus, at 
last, after having carried on a war of | 
twenty-five years in order to insure 
their future tranquillity ; in order to 
insure to themselves the quiet posses- 
sion of their usurped power for ever, 
they have come to a dependence on a 
band of hired spies, which their prime 
Agents have discovered to be, not 
only proper, but necessary in @ free 
government ! 

Look now, my friends, at the 
change, which these men have made 
in. their own situation, since 1792. 
At that time, the Debt (always their 
most formidable enemy), though 
great was manageable. ‘Taxation, 
though even then sufficiently heapy, 
was bearable. The standing army at 
home scarcely exceeded ten thousand 
men, There were no bitter coms 
plaints made against the Borough- 
mongers ; and, if any thing had been 
done in the way of parliamentary 
reform, the people would have been 
satisfied. There were no appreben- 
sions of risings or of plots. Police- 
runners had never been thought of as 
protectors of the lives of the Members 
of the two Houses. Watchmen hap 
never been kept at’ Noblemen’s coun- 
try-houses. it had not then been 
thought necessary for the ladies of 
great men to treat and flatter the sol 
diery. Country Gentlemen and Lords 
were not associates in the labours, and 
companions at the bottle, of hired 
Spies; and though last, not least, the 
seat-selling had not become a4 no- 
torious as the sun at neon-day, and 
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the people had not arrived at a con- 
viction that parliamentary Opposition 
was the vilest imposture ever practised | 
on human credulity. Look at this 
change, my friends, and tHen say 
(leaving their wickedness out of the 
question) whether there ever did exist 
upon earth a more tgnorant, a more 
strpid, set of men than this. 

[t is evident, that the Borough- 
mongers have now no other security | 
than that of open physical foree. | 
They ‘have an army, and this ts all | 
they have. They have destruyed all! 
dazz, as far av the law was of use to) 

| 


! 
j 
} 
} 
} 





the people at large. Look at the case 
stated in my Petition to the House of 
Commons of the 25th of this month | 
of March. Look at this Petition, * 
and then say, whether there be any, 
protecting law \eft for the people. In 
short, it is quite unnecessary to cite 
any particular instance ; for, there is 


 searcely a single square mile in the. 
‘whole kingdom, which has not wit- | 


hessed some act to prove that there is | 
no longer any protecting law for the 
people. 
Jand, men are tried, convicted, and 
punished (sometimes by tratisporta- 
tion) by a dumyer and liso Justices, 
without either Grand or Petty Jury! 
Tt is notorious, that- men are impti- 
soned ‘in England in the same aibi- 
trary way, only that, in England, there 
is no trial at all and ho examination, 
[tis notorious, that the Crown Offi- 
céfs nominate Special Juries to try all 
Grown Prosecutions. Tt is notorion®) 
that the Judges @lerys charge for 
guilty in Such pProsedutious, -thovgl 
the good laws of England’ say, that 
the Judge sliall always be deemed tu 
he a Counsel for the prisoner. The 


charges of the Judges, in the case of 
pretended Libel against Hie eurern: | 


ment are more like pleadings, than 
hike charges. - But, observe what hap- 
pens, when any friend of freedom: 
presecuites a libeller! Groncy Mane 
NERS, who published, some years Ago 

an infamous work, called the Sattris/, 


ee ee ee ee 





ee 





it is notorious, that, in ire. , 
| vbliged to becinflicted, thisoxeny man 


— 








* Not yet publnied, Sa6 euiheopes 
ty, perbaps bext week. — ve 
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anil who, in that work, publisked q 
false charge against Wrearax Jha. 
Lert, Psq. of Berkshire; a charge, 
too, of the hlackest and basest natare, 
scousing that gentleman of withholdin, 
money due to his sisters. ‘This wretch 
was tried by Lord FElleuborough, 
found guilty afger a very soft ani 
purring charge from the Judge, and 
was imprisoned sie months, aad in the 
King’s Bench, where be had a large 
place to walk about; while Me. Winre 
was imprisoned three years, ww Der- 
chester Jail, tor a commentary on a 
charge of Judge Le Blane; while 
Messrs. Leicu and Joun Bunt were 
(fur one and the same offence), impri. 
soned two years, in two different jails, 


‘and fined five hundred pounds each, 


for a description of the character of 


the Prince Regent; and while L was 


ifuprisoned fiva years in Newgate, and 


fined a thousand pounds, for repraba- 


ting the flogging of. Kuglish mifitia- 
menat bly under the guard of German 
sabres and bayonets. » But, thongh the 
Jury found . Manners sguilty, and 
thongh. some a:ifling: puvishinent. was 


las now!'bech made a CONSUL of 
Great Britain ; and is actually Comul 
al this very time, at Bostoii, in this 
country where I now am at exile! 
Mr, ILvcvevr was, and isy an able and 
brave defeoder of the people's rights. 
The. Boroughmongers contd, notrain 
him >\ but, they ‘could proteet-and te- 
ward any One that would Jibel. him. 
However, tt is: notiof. their aicked- 
ness that | now wish ‘particularly w 
speak. [ wish to shew you, how,fool- 
ish. this is, afterall, as towards then'- 
selves; for, having secn «all these 
things, and ‘ten thousand others of « 
not less detestable cast, is it passtile 
lor the peuple to vexyiect the laws any 
longer? What daw’s are «there dele 
for-us? Are therecany Jaws: which 
have any force byt when they make 
agdinst ue? An short, is there anyda® 
lettat all 2.ols there aniy~ Jaw left bY 


| which, ith epascience, any) man’ 


bowiid ? What fuvds, then, are te 
Bortughmongers’ {dr bavingy: thus, 
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| given up this dest security for allthey | shire, for instance, parer= mohey 
lacfully possess! 'fhey have anarmy, | would not pass in or near Yorksiire. 
they say; and they renily have one. , Vets an army ‘must be sent inte: 
Dat, whoisit that composes thatarmy? | Yorkshire ; but, they must live: at 
: Ww hy, it is, as in the reign of James | free’. quarter, then; » for whrner 
the Second, the brothers, uncles, ne- | would come the geld to pay them 
; pees and sons of the people ; “and, /with? | In short, it must be obvions 
H the 0 ee too, must, and will, feel} to every man of cormnon sensé, that, 


| fur their own flesh aud blood. They whenever any serious resistange in 


C ace not related to the Boroughmongers. | arms shall take place, there is, at 
e hey are not paid by the Borough- once, an end of the piper-money:: 
f mongers, ‘They aru paid out of the and, then, it will require, F believe, 
sccat of their own kindred. ‘They ; in etderta restare safety to property, 





a must very soon, if vot already, see, heads very different indeed from the 
8 what they are kept on foot for. What i ete § which nature bas thought pro- 
e fools, then, I say again, are the Bo-) per ta place on the shoutders of Sid- 
ls roughmongers, to stake their al/ upon | i moet, Castlereagh, Liverpool, Can- 
‘) this very precarious support! If this | | ning, poor Vansittart, Bragge Bath- 
My was not their last and only. chance, | prst and Charles York ce, who now 
of what fools were they to resort to it? | utter such pompous trash about the 
as And, if it was their last and only | resources of the country. 

id chance, what foods must they have been | The Boroughmongers will, at first 
i Be soto act xs to deprive themselves of | thought, be disposed fo shank me for 
a- a\l other chances ? this hint; but. if it could possibly do 
™ Still we have not, even yet, seen | them any good, they certainly would 
he half. the perils that surround them. | not have had it, ftis, my friends, 
nd lor, suppose them to be able, by the | a’danger, against which they can make 
as means of their system of paper-money, | no provision; except: they are willing 
ul to keep on foot and well armed and | to destroy the paper-system beforo- 
of paid, a great army, anda numerous | hand; and that noz amounts to the 
tL B® baud of spies and witnesses sufficient | sume thing ‘in. the end ‘Phere was a 
his to watch both the people and the | time, whea they might have etlecred 
e! soldiers. Suppose them to be able to/| this with safety to themsilves. — Zhaé 
nd do this with the aid of their:paper- | timeis passed never to return. They 
its. money, what will they do, if that} hace drawn their sword upon us. 
win money should fail them. Every man, They. have answered our arguments 
Tes who is acquainted with the matter, | and our prayers with gags, dungeons, 
: knows ‘well, and, indeed, it was} halters and axes; and, let them abide 
cdl clearly demonstrated lang ago, that} hy: the consequence es. J hope, : tat 
>to there is not a sufficiency of gold iu} the people will, none of them, yield 
vole ihe Bank to pay a penny in the pound | to: despair. The struggle has beets 
em- upe@n the paper-money which isafloat.| very short as yet. We have every 
ese ihe paper has no value in itself; such | thing on out side. ‘Time, truth, dim 
f a as gokt\ has. It will not fetch any | nour, love of country, indignation at 
tole Mi thing uow in any foreign country. Lt | insulting and cruel treatment: all dee 
any passes, because people take one aio- | for us. If the Boroughmongers. refao 
feit ther’s word for its goodness. It de«]a little im appearance, by releasing 
ich pends, therefore, only on opinion. | some, or all, of the dungeoned MeBys & 
ake TP Whenever a time of danger to the | will only be a symptom of their, wish 
dae @ covernment’ comes, away goes the, still to. cajole. and deceive... 'fhey 
vbr paper-money, as it did in this country, | will, be really to pounce. upon tie 
) 8 I in France, in Sweden, and asit always | people again, cither in the same wy, 
the must do. If a serious rising of the!) orvim some other equal to it in, tie- 
Hus, people were to take plactoiu Yorks | galityaiid injnstice. 4 thimkit likely, 
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ce. 
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that they may repeal the dungeon 
Bill, while they are assembled, and do 
something, before they separate, to 
make the matter worse én fact, though 
more disguised as to name and out- 
ward appearances. You will observe, 
that the Gagging Bill is to last till 
July, 1819! The new treason Bill 
is for the king’s life, though, if you 
read the Bill, you will find that it is to 


protect the two Houses of Parliament 


against being overawed! The Bill, 
making it death to talk with Soldiers, 
in a manner that may be construed 
into an attempt to seduce them from 
their duty, is to last for ever! Poor 
fools! if the dungeon Bill be, there- 
fore, repealed, there is a great deal 


remaining; and, as you will see, 


something new wil be put in the place 
of the dungeon Bill. Of one thing be 
you very sure, and that is, that, essen. 
tially and substantially, the present 
mode of ruling the country will con- 
tinue until a Reform of the Parlia- 
ment shall take place; or, untilevents 
Shalt arise which will produce the Re. 
form. Itis-émpossible that this should 
not be. The people have been, and 
are, so cruelly oppressed and so auda- 
ciously insulied, that, to suppose 
them capable of ceasing to seek for 
justice ow their oppressors and in- 
sulters. would be to suppose them to 
be the basest and most foolish, instead 
of being, as they are, the most brave 
and enlightened amongst the nations 
of the world. | 

To what astate, then, have the ra- 
pacity and insolence and ignorance of 
the Boroughmongers reduced them? 
They have thrown away all the shelter 
which was aiforded them by the ancient 
prejudices of the people in favour of 
noble birth, high station, brilliant equi- 
pages, and great estates. All these, 
instead of a shelier, are now so many 
exposures. And they have thrown 
away, too, as we have already seen, 
the shelter of the duw. They have 
placed their ail uponthe single security 
of the bayonet; and, to all the other 
uncertainties of that, they have added 
the sfill greater uncertainty of paner- 





money. Who, but the most decided 
of fools, would have done these things? 
They were in possession, dazcful pos. 


| session, of immense estates, which, 


though they might, for the greater 
part, have no better title than grants of 
the Crown, or the Right of Conquest, 
were still securely theirs. They en. 
joyed these estates, not only unques- 
tioned, but unenvied by the people,who 
cheerfully paid the owners respect, 


as their fathers had done before them. ’ 


The country was, in fact, theirs, to 


. possess, to enjoy, with this only excep. 


tion, that the people wanted to have 
the enjoyment of their own earnings 
and security for their personal freedom. 
Upon this tacit compact all stood fair 


/and safe. The same law which gave 


the people security for their property 
and persons, also gave the Nobles, 
and other Men of Great Estates, se- 
curity for their property and persons. 
The Courts of Law and Justice had 
no temptation to be partial or cruel; 
and the people unanimously bowed 
with reverence to their decisions. 
What fools (I leave the wickedness 
aside here); What fools must the Bo- 
roughmongers have been to throw all 
this mass of public opinion and public 
feeling away! What fools to cast 
away, as nothing worth, this impassa- 
ble moral bulwark, and to take, in its 
hstead, the flimsy screen of the bay- 
onet and of paper-money, which the 
first blast of adversity to their cause 
will tear to tatters! What fools, 
to rub away, with their own hands, 
the rust of ancient prejudices: those 
traditionary habits and sentiments, 
which brought general respect to their 
rank and persons, however imbecile 
their minds might be! What fools, to 
do this, to lay their imbecility bare, 
and to challenge the people to a coni- 
parison of mental endowments! What 
fools, not. to perceive, that the only 
security which they had ever had, and 





which they possibly could have, for 
the enjoyment of their privileges, w® 
the absence of all inquiry, om the patt 
of the people, into the origin aud 





grounds of those privileges! What 
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you have ever heard, or ever read, of 
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fools, to provoke such an inquiry ; to 
compel the people, in their own de- 
fence, to enter on such an enquiry! 
And, what fools, to'imagine, as they 
appear to imagine, that they shall be 
able to make the people’s minds go 
hack again to the state in which they 
were before the date of these provoca- 
Htions and inquiries ; to imagine, that 
criminal prosecutions for libel, hold- 
ing poor hawkers to bail or sending 
them to prison ; to imagine that gags, 
dungeons, halters, axes and -blood- 
elling spies will induce the people to 
unthink their present thoughts and 
unfeel their present feelings! 

Look at them, now. Compare their 
present to their former state. Consi- 
der that this change is wholly of their 
own seeking and the work of their 
own hands. And then say, whether 


such complete ignorance exhibited by 
any part of mankind. In the Ap- 
vendix to the Petition,presented to the 
House of Commons, by Lord Grey, in 
1793, there is a dist of the Borough- 
mongers, 162 in number, who seut a 
najority to the House of Commons, 
and who, of course, governed the 
nation by -their absolute will, seeing 
that they made also a majority in the | 
other House. Amongst these Bo- 
roughmongers there were several wo- | 
men; and why not? For women can 
be sronmongers and cheesemongers, 
and why not, then, boroughmongers ? 
But, take them all together; say whe- 
ther you believe, that any 162 people 
upon the face of the earth ever acted 
so stupid a part as these 162 have 
acted, And, indeed, I verily believe, 
that it would be very difficult to pick 
out of the whole kingdom any 1.2 
persons, on whom nature has be. 
stowed a smaller portion of under- 
standing, then she has bestowed upon 
these 162 absolute rulers of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


—_ 





From this view of the ignorance 
of the Boroughmongers, as that igno- 
rance is exhibited in the general. effects 
of their measures, I should now come 
to some of the proofs of their shock- 
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ing, their brutal ignorance, as dis- 
played in particular acts and opinions 
and projects. But, for want of time, 
these must be the subject of a future 
letter. 

In the meanwhile, suffer me to im- 
press, upon your minds, that you have 
a duty now to perform. You may 
certainly choose two men who will 
bravely and ably combat for our 
rights, 7f you wi/l. I do not say, that 
you can doit without great sacrifices. 
[ do not say,that your very bread may 
not be snatched from you, if you do 
this; but, at any rate your lot cannot 
be much worse than it now is. Qne 
half of the earnings of your whole 
lives is mortgaged. Work how you 
will, under this corrupt and profligate 
system, you must still be poor as death, 
and leave poor, miserable, mortgaged 
chilaren behind you. How can any 
father amongst you, who has the 
feelings of a father, endure to look 
a! his children, and to think of their 
sweat being mortgaged for more than 
one half of its produce! But, how can 
he lay his head upon his pillow in 
peace, when ‘e reflects, that he himself 
has, either by his act or his negligence, 
been a party to the perpetuating of 
this oppressive and disgraceful mort- 
gage! However, I trust, that no ex. 
hortations from me are necessary to 
urge you to do that which nature, 
beating at your hearts, calls on you 
as fathers and as brothers and as 
Englishmen to perform. 

Be not deceived by any promises of 
hetter times. Such promises will 
now be made, in order once more to 
cajole the people. (ut, there can, 
believe me,. be no bet/er times, as 
long as the mortgage on your labour 
shall last; and, is it, [ ask you, 
agreeable either to reason or common 
sense, to suppose, that the corrapt 


men who have imposed that mortgage 
will ever take it off? Better times 
are impossible, while this set of men 
have absolute sway. And, what is so 
likely to abate their unlawful sway 
as to put into parliament men, who 
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ate alle und reso/ved to expose their | their cases; all the instances of ill. 


witdecds ? 


treatment; all the facts of: every 


Do you believe, that, if there had kind, whereon to prdceed: and, the 


been only fteo or tree men in parlia- 
ment, last year, who would have adly 


people, the things would have been 
done that were done? But, indeed, 


very first day of the opening of the 


* Parliainent, [ should have hail these 
and resolutely fought the battte of the | 


who has there becn to fight our battle 
for us? Who has Shown any zeal ac. | 


companied with gudustry anil perse- 
errance 2 And, is it not something a 
little worse than craziness to hope, 
{Aut our battle will ever be foustt 


matters ready arranged, and‘should, in 
some shape or other, have brought 
them forward as grounds of impeach. 
ment. My motion would not have 
been curried ; but, what of that? My 


facts and charges and arguments, ail 


outil some of vursedves have the hyht- | 


ing of itr? 

fam verv well aware of the disad- 
vantayes attending any attempt of 
the sort that f am now making. I 
ain aware of the thousands of wheels 


(of the tyranny. 


that will be ready to be put in motion | 


to prevent me from entering the walls 


preseutdovery often call forth pablic- 
spint yuck as ts unknown int common 
tgmess oc & tyrants have oppressed our 
cuumtny (at! many former 


in & tangible shape, wonld have 
beeu circulated throughout the nation, 
and wou!d have been‘ piu¢ed upon re- 
card against the agents and instigators 
Would this have 
been doing no good? You will see 
nothing of this sort done, You will 
hear a great deal of empfy talk; but 
nothing will you see done. 

A great deal of information has 


been conveyed to the nation by my 
af the Hewse of Commous: bat, —! 
am also aware, that times fike the. 


periods, ; 


they always met, first or last, with a. 


spirit -of resistance. 


If the spirit of | 


freedom has been kept alive in the | 


World, it bas been owing, not to the, 


ancestors of «the 


' 
} 


Borovghinongers, | 


but to the ancestors of the commun | 


people of England. T trust, that we 
shail now: prove ourselves worthy of 


sath a@ntestors, and that we shall not | 
sufier English freedom to be blotted | 


vut of the recollection of the world. 
What a shamefal thing to think of! 


Stores of innocent people put into | 


dahgeons and otherwise oppressed and 
hatrassed : 2nd to Member wf Partlia- 
rent to take their part; except, in- 
decd) in mere empty, 


sounding | 


sfceches, forgotten as soon as uttered, | 


and intended merely to annoy the! 


litle books ; but if you consider al! 
the difficulties attending that mode of 
communication, you may imagine 
what I should be able to do, through 
the means of stafements in parliament. 
Ib beg vou to think of the ‘extensive 
means that T should, if in parliament, 
possess! There is no mystery of ‘in- 
quity that [ would not, in one single 
session, lay bare. You would soon 
sce proofs of cnormities without num- 
ber, that you haye not, even yet, 
dreamt of. Afy time would not be 
spent in riding abouf, or over the 
bottle. It would be devoted wholly 
and solely to the service of my coustl- 
tnents first, and next to my country at 
laree. 

Tam aware of the feist which f 
should impose upou.myself, while | 
know that it would Have no reward, 
other than the honour of being chosen 
by the free voice of my conntrymen, and 
the happiness of being able to serve my 
country ; for, as fnecer have received, 


Ministers, or to deccive the people. | so T never will receive, one farthing of 
What should l have dune, if L had. the public moncy, in'agit shape or for, 
besn a JAlember of Parliament? Ij or under any nume or pretence. 

should have vizifed every state-pri- )am, in making an offer of myself to 
sOner in person, if [ had been per- } you, animated: by the desire to serve 
mitted: if hot, their famities. f} my native country, of which I have, 
chould nave vuilected all the facts of | ander ail the chunges and chances of 


, 
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feo, been so proud, and to which I | 
have always been so true and faith | 
ful: and, in addition te this motive, 
by the desire to obtain a certain aid | 
signal mark of my countrymen’s re- | 
gard for me; and, though this latter 
may be fairly deemed a motive of ‘am- 
bition, itis, L hope you 'will'think, a 
kind of ambition worthy of your ap- | 
plause. 
For many’ years [ most earnestly | 
endeavoured to prevail on others to | 
do that which [ myself would have 
done. They were placed in parlia- 
ment. They had the power; and | 
they wanted not the zvl/, or, at least, 
I theaght so. But, they wanted the 
industry; they wanted the diligence ; 
they wanted the resolution ; they 
wauted the perseverance: and, with- 
out these nothing can be done. There- 
fue it is, that 1 now have a desire to 
beso placed as to be able to do myself 
those things, which I have long, in 
vain, endeavoured to prevail on others | 
to do. 
You, my friends of Coventry, as well | 
as the rest of my countrymen, must be 
well satisfied, that it was by my pen | 
that Corruption was unveiled, exposed, | 
degraded, and drivéh to arm herself | 
with the dungeon and the halter. You 
must be well assured, that, either by 
false witnesses, or by an act of undis. | 
guised tyranny, she would have stop- 
ped the movement of that pen. I 
came across the sea; tovk up my sta- | 
tion here on the coast ; renewed the | 
combat with her; and J still make | 
her feel what itis to have opposed to 
hera man, who, though singte-handed, 
has knowledge, zeal, and indefatigable 
industry and perseverance at his com- 
mand. .Istill haunther; still trouble 
hers still annoy her and keep alive 
the spirit against her. ‘Think, T pray 
you: think, fora moment, of the da. 
bour necessary to the transmission of 
these papers; of ‘the writing, the co- 
prying, the reading, necessary to keep 
up this combat: se steadily. And, 
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.** thing can LT carry out of it.” 





when you" have so thought, think of 
what 1 should be able to do, if placed 
it parliament by you. As to my pri- 
Tale ¢iteresis, the y will never eecupy 
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much of my thoughts.  ‘ Nothing 
“brought | into this world, agd uo. 


And, 


as to family, the bestinheritance Ll cau 


| leave to them is the freedom of theic 


country to be enjoyed in common with 
their countryrren, 
[ remain, 
Your sincere aud faithful friend, 
Wa, COBBETT. 
LUtPhR |. 
To. Woessr s. Benboux » ierens, S n. and 
divans, Junr; John Roberts, John 
Smith, Francis ard, John Johu- 
son, Jolin bh night, Sumued Broyr 9 
John Buguell;, and ihe rest of those, 
who hat rid acled the same truly nudie 
part. 





North Hampstead, Lng Island, 
Sist March, 187%. 
Frtenps ann rri..ow CountrymMen, 
i have jast received an account of 
the transactions, tn Kagland, of the 
month of January, of this’ present! 
year. The opening of the Parliament; 
the soft and nnmeahing Speech; the 
impudent talk about “ returniag pre- 
“ snerity” ; the still more impudent 
talk dbinwt the necessity and use and 
ay eilects of the despotic bills; the 
biz words and ‘little deeds in both 
Houses : - the harried and flurrie¢d re- 
peal of the Dungeon “Bill; and, of 
your release from the dungeons of the 
despots. Though this Jast evont has 
given m2 very great pleasure, it has 
not given me a thousandth part so 
much as | have derived from reviling 
the account of your brave and c%le 
conduct at the time of, and after, your 
release. ‘The Boroughmongers ure ity 
their agony ; and it is you, my coun- 
trymen, who have greatiy contrilinted 
(o bring then to that avony, for do'ng 
which ycu will always be held in lig 
nour by me, and by every man, whore 
esteem is worth having. 7 
| have now before me, the accennt 
(as published in the daily pape: rs) of 
the couduct of those of you who z”- 
peared in’ the Court of A Ags Boch 
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vn he 22rd of Jaauar g. Sa” thse 











i Cte 
oe 


- ee nae ee 


pre, +” 








533 | Letrer J. to Messrs. Bensow, Evans, &c. (534 


worthy men I address, not only my 
congratulations, but my most sincere 
thanks; for, this act of theirs will, be 
memorable in the history of the laws 
and rights of Englishmen. Three of 
the Judges scampered off before these 
brave men, an! thus got rid of their 
complaints by breaking up the court J 
Well might they flee from the looks 
and demands of injured and honest 
men; men notoriously oppressed, but 
whom. if the Judges had had the will 
(which | am far from supposing), they 
had not the power, to relieve. [ hope, 
and, indeed, { am sure, that these 
men, will, finally, have ample redress. 
I do not say, that Lat all blame 
them for having entered into recog- 
nizances, though all the world knows, 
or, at least, all Englishmen know, 
that, legally to subject any man to 
this species of restraint and disgrace, 
there must have been committed by 
him some crime, known to the settled 
laws of the land; and, that informa 
tion on oath, and a confronting of the 
accused with the accuser, must take 
place, before any bail, or recogni- 
zances, cau be lawfully required. In 
cases of libel a conviction must take 
place before bail can be legally de- 
manded, though your and my friend, 
the saintly Sipmoutn, has told Co- 
lonel Fretcuer, and others like him, 
that they may, in case of libel, com- 
mit or bind over before conviction. 
Though this is the law of England, 
and though this law is our ** girth. 
** right” and ‘* best inheritance ;’’ 
still, I blame none of you for having 
given bail; for, we may makeuse of any 
means to extricate ourselves from the 
grasp of tyzanny. If a robber stop 
us and clap a pistol to our breast, we 
may, without any sin, premise him, 
and even swear to him, that we will 
give up all the money we have; and 
may, all the while, retain our money 
secretly. RaAnapsecreted the spies of 
Joshua; she denied that they were in 
her house, while they wer. there; and 
this was accounted to be 4 righteous 
act. Any means are justifiable in the 
efending oneself against oppressors ; 
or, in the reststing of oppressors. 








However, in the present case, there 
was neither fraud nor violence. It 
was a mere question of prudence ; and, 
ay the result has shown, even this ste 
has been attended, and must strikingly, 
with advantages hardly to have been 
expected, but produced by the wise 
and manly measure of appearing in 
the Court of King’s Bench. What 
could more strikingly shew the in. 
justice of demanding the _recogni- 
zances! And, which was. still more, 
what -could tend more to establish an 
opinion that all law and justice were 
atan end! I shall haveto remark on 
these things in future letters, addressed 
to you. 

But, if the illegality, the injustice, 
the cruelty, the brutal insolence, of 
demanding these recognizances ; if 
any of these had been doubtful at al), 
how clear must they have been ren- 
dered by the release of Messrs. Ben- 
pow and the two Messrs. Evans, 
without recognizances! [ have read, 
in Mr. Woouer’s paper, an account 
of the conduct of the former, when 
brought before Conant (whom, by the 
bye, we must remember), and when 
the man of the ‘“* Lower Orders” 
showed that he was so much superior 
to the men of the ** Higher Orders.” 
Insolent wretches! And, shall we 
never make the stupid tyrants change 
their tone! I have read, and not with 
less pleasure, an account of the manly, 
the able, the excellent conduct of 
the Messrs. Evans, and how they 
spurned the haughty and insolent 
tyrants; and, 1 do hope, that what | 
read is true, that Mr. Evans, jut. 
means to sue for damages and to plead 
his own cause; for, as experience. has 
proved, the Bar is too corrupt, or 
too cowardly, to be trusted in any 
case where the Boroughmongers are 4 
party. I have heard, since | have been 
in America, and from a person well 
acgvainted with him, that this young 
gentleman has great natural talents as 
well asgreat resolution. [ hopehe will 
follow up his purpose; for, at the 
least, he will make another grand ¢t- 
posure of the tyranny, and assist t 
Keep the spirit of resistance alive. 





635 | 


The 
LVANS, 
that of 
with so 
to their 
them f 
loss of 
was af 
manity 
aid in 
miscrea 
must 7¢ 
not to 
had sa 
ought | 
but, G 
should 
vide, f 
Court 
have fo 
that do, 
BEL, be 
ted Na 
tion ani 
letters | 
fecting, 

duced 
able. 
to doh 
Mrs. | 
Gracio 
of all 
sorrow 
cape J 
thing v 
My | 
bora al 
| had 
ment, 
your « 
that afi 
more f 
duahle 
world ] 
your r 
rants o 
to subi 
they he 
The Be 
share t 
in thei 
proach 
But, 
you no 
now he 





as 
of 
ny 
8 
en 
ell 


ng 


ill 
the 
eI- 

to 


635] 


The treatment of the Messrs. 
Evans, though not more unjust than 
that of the others, has been attended 
with some feature of atrocity peculiar 
to their case. What is to compensate 
them for their sufferings and their 
loss of business ! 
was appealing to the justice and hu- 
manity of the public for some little 
aid in her distressed state, the vile 
miscreant of the CoUrrer (whom we 
must remember well), exhorted people 
not to relieve her; for, that ** Gop 
had said, that the sins of the father 
ought to be visited on the children ;” 
but, Gov pointed out what the sin 
should be. He did not order, or pro- 
vide, punishment without sin. ‘The 
Courter forgot this; and he seems to 
have forgotten also, that Gop ordered, 
that dogs should eat the flesh of Jezr- 
bkL, because she had cruelly persecu- 
ted Nasotu on a falre charge of sedi- 
tion and blasphemy! I have received 
letters from Mrs. Evans, sensible, af- 
fecting, and such as would have in- 
duced me to serve her if I had been 
able. The little that we shall be able 
to do here must now be done for poor 
Mrs. Branpretu and her children. 
Gracious Ged! And are the authors 
of all these oppressions, afflictions, 
sorrows, and heart-breakings, to es- 
cape justice! To suppose such a 
thing would be blasphemy indeed ! 
My good and worthy friends, true- 
bora and full-blooded Englishmen, if 
[ had ever slackened, for one mo- 
ment, in affection for my country, 
your conduct would have revived 
that affection. England has produced 
more trne-hearted, stubborn, unsub- 
duahle friends of freedom than all the 
world besides ; and in the list of these 
your names will live for ever. Ty- 
rants of former days have endeavoured 
to subdue this stubborn spirit; and 
they have elzays failed in the end. 
The Boroughmongers’ endeavours will 
share the same fate. They are now 
in their agony; and their end ap- 
proaches. : 
But, my friends, suffer me to beg 
you not:'to be CAJOLED. Y.ou will 
now have those to- fawn on you, who 
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| would have kept silence while you 
| Were rotting. Mr. Hone has now 
| found friends; but it was not till he 
had triumphed by his own stubbornness 
and talents. The repeal of the dun- 
geon act is your own work, aided well 
by Mr. Hone and Mr. Wooxer, and, 
[ hope, too, by myself. But, all 
our labours, with the press and in 
the Courts, would have been of no 
avail without your unsubduable spirit. 
The final triumph will be with the 
people; and the people will have no- 
body but themselves to thank. 

As to the talk in the Den, I beseech 
you not to be, for one moment amused 
by it. Some of the Den, who affect 
to be our friends, regard us now as 
restored to our rights! To be turned 
out of a dungeon is restoration to the 
rights of Englishmen, is it? But, 
mark ; the far greater part of. these 
gentlemen Opposite”, taik of you, as 
of poor, helpless, ignorant creatures ! 
Faith, you may well be poor, seeing 
that your labour has been mortgaged, 
and its produce taken from you; to 
give to gentlemenand lady and high- 
blooded children place and pensioa 
and grant holders, and to fatten the 
swarm of locusts who make and deal 
in paper-money. You may well be 
poor, when every labourer or artizan 
amongst you, who is noy forty years 
of age, has paid, reckoning the in- 
terest, more than a thousand pounds 
in taxes. And, is none of this ever to 
come back! You way well he poor ; 
but, as to helplessness and ignorance, 
let the Den not deceive itself; for 
neither of these qualities belong to 
you. Perry of the Chronicle, on the 
24th of Janvary, calls the two Messrs. 
Evans ‘“ wnforiunate WRETCH- 
ES.” The insolent, place-hunting, 
Boroughmonger agent has not a fiftieth 
part of the sense or virtue of either 
the father or the son ; and, I shall be 
much deceived, if he does not yet 
see the day, when he will be glad 
to call them by other names than 
that of *“* WRETCHES.” 

My good friends, be not deceived 
and cajoled by any big, loose talk, that 
you may hearin the Den. Did any 
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of the Den visit. you in prison? Did T once more congratulate atid thank 
any of them relieve your wives and | all from the bottom of my hear, 
children? If they did, aud if they will} and [L always remain, proud of heing 

now cordially eoduhiadh! to obtain far) your countryman, Wm. COBBE’ rr 
us our real rights ; wamely, legal pus | ~— i ad 
riskment of ovr tyrants, and theerer. LO Tue PuBLisner or THE Reetster. 

cise of our right of voting universally | i Sin—Will you give me leave to as. 
jor Members to serve in annual par- | sist Mr. Cobbett out of a difficult, 








laments. Uf they did aud will do this, | which he confesses he feels, in pro- 


then be grateful from the. bottom of | | perly characterizing our present: cor. 
your hearts. But, if not, suspect and in ys and profligate governmenti— Sve 
despise their big ta/k, and. resent their’, “* Ou the a5solute swayof theGREA | 
anata pity. SBA’ TOWN ERS, over King, M Nis 
L have many more things to say in | ters, and People.’ No. 12; p..377. 
my neat letter. Be prudent, be pa- | Men, who set at diGanes all wise 
‘ent, but, be reso/ved never to flinch | laws and just principles, may be suc. 
one hair’s breadth from the point of } cessful for a time, butit is often seen 
our demand relative to Reform. Des- | that in the midst: of their vain glory 
ise alk the tivatlers; all the dig and) they very unexpectedly fall: victim, 
Jeose wordmougers, especially those iv | themselves.. ‘The following httle Sera) 
tye Den. They will now try to cajoley| of biography is somewhat connected 
huty L trast, they will fail of their ob- | with Coveniry, and wiil exhibit the 
ject, ~| fate of a monster, exactly the proto- 
' But, above all things, put info writ: type of our Boroughmongers, He 
ing. immediately, each of you, a de- | | formerly had great power when that 
tiled account of what has been done! once beautiful city was the residence 
ca you. Preserve all the names and | of the kings of the Mercians. 
ddtes, Be very particular. Aud, now) . His name was: Eadric; he boasiei 
in the:time for all the men, who have | of high qualities, was nobly allied 
hern daken up by magistrates and other | and very potent. > King Ethelred, to 
people, wader, SIDMOUTH’S CIR- | render him faithful, gave hin his 
Ck WAR, to pat their cases. in wrett- | daughter i in marriage, made him Ear 
ing; net forgetting | the names of all | of Mercia, and: was obliged . to use 
the Magistrates, Attorneys, Lawyers, | him in his councils and! armies. “He 
Spiess Raaners; and ail the actors of) was ‘an ari{ul, intriguing, insidivus 
atery descriptions’all sorts of persons, | wretch ; and so araricious, that le 
by 4 ham: they may have been, in any | was. called EKadric Streonas: i, ¢. 
aye iNeusedh, ., Lf; these statements be | Eadric the Gatherer, from the great 
compel to) the {rentleman who pyb- | estates he acquired, and ‘the immense 
lishesthe Register in London, I will| wealth he amassed. . He:was nat only 
take care to arrange them, so that they | the cause of his brother Edmund, the 
way be ready, when the day of daw and | successor of Ethelred, losing twobat- 
justies-shall arrives and this 1 will not | tles with our invaders, the Danes, bub 
fit to vlo whether Lam here er in| actually, murdered him, or eaused him 
Jon elnnel | to be murdored at Oxford, which be 
L-woald, by all means, advise you openly, boasted of to Canute! who, 
ad to remain in Mnchand, which, auth : frem this circumstance, seized upot 
& qcine aryl feat government, ity as L al- | the whole kingdom. Canute, think- 
woys said. the, best country in, the | ingy that neither himself mor any 
orld, .as it isthe country of the best.! other persow that stoodein opposition 
; anne inthe world; and, be you as-:| to-his infamous principles, would be 
stred, ‘that a will not he long before} safe, caused him to suffer the sam’ 
we phaik hare @ shes and just govern- | fate. . aap | it be a warning to othets ! 
vii Af | -Vanno. 
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